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la Syria, Communist-supported Gov't candidates von three oat of 
the four parliamentary seats ia the 4-5 Kay by-elect ions, 

A* Gov't victory ess brought about by manipulation of electoral 


machinery, plus Soviet financial support. Among tactic s 
employed by the government mere? 

1, Turning away of rightist voters from polling places on 
grounds not ’'registered", 

3. Deletion of rightists* seams from election lists, 

3, Use of police and army to campaign, distribute leftist 

propaganda, intimidate and even kidnap rightist voters. 
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4. Ume of Gov’t and Army vehicles to bring leftist voters 
to polls, 

ft. Baying of votes end multiple-voting with false identity 
eards. 

B, Election results illustrate both extent of leftist control 
©f Syria and future pattern of leftist action— intimidation, 
pressure, manipulation. 

1* Opposition forces disheartened, but returns may stimulate 
conservative officer group in Army to halt further lose 
of their influence, 

1. ” Second -round” transfers of leftist-orisnted officers to 

less influential posts has reportedly begun, 

5. transfer of conservative General Daghestanl (former Israeli 
front commander) to command of hey Damascus A Qatsne 
garrisons may be indicative of future conservative strategy, 

C, Meanwhile, leftists reportedly pressing for restorntlon of 
am&tial law in four voting districts - primarily to muscle 
unfriendly Damascus press, 

D, Ihalid BaSchdash, Syrian Communist leader, is a meeting with 
leftiste (including Col, Sarraj, head of army intelligence), 
iaelsted that oil pipelines must be cut Af the events in 
Syria follow the course of those in Jordan, 

1. Bold such action would be effective retaliation against 
BE, Saudis. 

8, Bakhdash and SarraJI threat cannot be discounted. 
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B. Xon-lsraeli t*«wIs continue to pass the Straits en route to 
Slltt Respite Arab protests and Saudi threats to shoot. 


1. On 4 Bay* the Kora gills made its second call at Eilat 
with a cargo of Iranian oil. 

3. A email Italian freighter has also wade the trip without 
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trouble. 


C. A test of Aqaba waters by an Israeli flag-vessel appears to 
he drawing closer. 

1. One Israeli vessel— the Atilt— is on its way around the 
Cape of Good Hope heading for lilat. 

3. Atilt is expected to start the 

final part of its trip fros Djibouti to Eilat about 
S3 Bay, escorted by Israeli warships. 

3. Tbs Israelis have two frigates in the gulf, and recently 
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trucked two new KXB*s overland to Eilat. 
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XX. Xu Syria, lafttata wan 3 of 4 bjr-al*ctloa» , vitb variety of dirty 
•ork at polls, 

a * Bi»ap 9 »i*t*d Goaaarvatlvas ao* titlat to a troagtkoa poeltioa 
la Ar«y. 

a. leftists try lap £0 omwlo or It teal proas ay rolaatitatloa of 
martial lav. 

I. kaikdasii, Commit laa dor, I sols tiny plpoliaoa (tccluding 
mat om blow*. ia «vtat of aacaaasfai rl*fcti«t 
eom- 8 arra$*~«ka' alar IPC lisas laat tlas, apr***. 
ill* la Israel, plaaa to t«t lam, Aqfttt pasaoga i*s*fcfc« pay patera sees, 
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*. IrrMli-llif A tilt , mom rouadiag Africa, coaid aak« 4 fM»» teat 
an #ooa aa 19 Say, 
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